Animals in the Setting Policy and Procedure

1. Policy Statement

Children learn about the natural world, its animals, and other living creatures as an
integral part of the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) curriculum (specifically
Understanding the World). This learning may include direct or indirect contact with
animals, either through resident pets, visiting animals, or educational excursions.

We aim to maximize the educational value of these experiences while ensuring the
highest standards of health, safety, and hygiene are maintained to protect children,
staff, and visitors.

2. Procedures

2.1 General Health and Hygiene

Handwashing: All children and staff must wash their hands thoroughly with
liguid soap and running water immediately after touching animals, their food, or
their enclosures. Hand sanitizer is not a substitute for washing dirt and bacteria
off hands.

Food Consumables: No food or drink is to be consumed by children or staff in
areas where animals are being handled or exhibited.

Cleaning and Waste: Children must never have contact with animal soil, feces,
or soiled bedding. Any animal waste must be disposed of promptly and safely by
a designated adult using appropriate personal protective equipment (PPE) and
antibacterial cleaners, away from areas used by children.

Animal Health: Any resident animals must be registered with a local vet,
routinely vaccinated, microchipped, and treated for fleas and worms in
accordance with veterinary advice. Records of these treatments are kept on-site.

2.2 Supervised Handling and Interaction

Supervision: Children are strictly supervised at all times during interactions with
animals. One-to-one or small group supervision will be implemented depending
on the age and developmental stage of the children.



Behavior: Children will be taught gentle, respectful handling techniques and
how to read basic animal behavior (e.g., recognizing when an animal wants to be
left alone) prior to any interaction.

Animal Welfare: Animals must have access to a safe, quiet retreat away from
the children where they can rest, feed, and drink undisturbed.

2.3 Visiting Animals and External Providers

When outside providers bring animals into the preschool:

Responsibility: The animals remain the absolute responsibility of the
owner/handler at all times, not the preschool staff.

Risk Assessment: The owner must provide a comprehensive, written risk
assessment detailing handling procedures, safety controls, and hygiene
measures specific to their animals.

Insurance and Licensing: The provider must supply copies of their valid Public
Liability Insurance (minimum £5 million) and any relevant animal exhibition
licenses.

Prohibited Animals: Dangerous wild animals, venomous creatures, or animals
known to carry high risks of severe infection (such as certain reptiles or poultry
carriers of Salmonella) are strictly prohibited from entering the setting.

2.4 Educational Visits (Farms and Zoos)

Prior to any trip to a farm, zoo, or wildlife center, a full site-specific risk
assessment will be conducted by the trip coordinator.

Staff will ensure the venue has adequate handwashing facilities (soap and
running water) before booking.

The venue's own safety guidelines will be strictly adhered to alongside our
setting’s safeguarding policies.

3. Inclusion and Health Considerations

Allergies and Asthma: Parents must inform the setting of any known allergies or
asthma triggers. Children with severe allergies to specific animal fur, dander, or
bedding (e.g., straw/hay) will be strictly safeguarded, and alternative, non-
contact educational activities will be provided.

Open Wounds: Any cuts or grazes on children's or staff's hands must be covered
with a waterproof plaster before any contact with animals is permitted.



4. Legal and Regulatory Framework

This policy is informed by and complies with the following legislation and statutory
guidance:

e The Management of Health and Safety at Work Regulations 1999
e The Health and Safety at Work etc. Act 1974
o Statutory Framework for the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS)

e Animal Welfare Act 2006
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