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Risk Assessment Policy Statement

At The Hullbridge Preschool, we believe that the health, safety, and well-being of
children is of paramount importance. We are committed to providing a safe, secure, and
healthy environment for children, parents, staff, and volunteers.

In accordance with the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) Statutory Framework

(2024), we ensure that we take all reasonable steps to identify hazards and minimise

risks to children and adults. Through effective risk assessment, we enable children to
explore, learn and develop safely.

Risk assessment is an ongoing process and forms part of our daily practice.

Risk Assessment Process
We follow five key steps:
1. ldentify hazards — What is the hazard and where is it located?

2. Decide who may be harmed and how - Children, staff, parents, visitors,
volunteers.

3. Evaluate the risk — Assess the likelihood of harm occurring and the potential
severity (high, medium, low).

4. Implement control measures — Take reasonable steps to eliminate or reduce
risks.

5. Monitor and review — Regularly review assessments and update when
necessary.

Risk assessments are reviewed:
e Annually
e When there are significant changes to the premises, equipment or activities
e Following an accident orincident

e When a new hazard is identified

Procedures

Ourrisk assessment arrangements include:



Daily Risk Assessment
e Indoor and outdoor areas are checked before each session begins.
o Hazards are identified, removed or minimised before children access areas.
e Findings are recorded on Tapestry.
If a hazard cannot be immediately rectified:
¢ The manager or deputy is informed immediately.
e Appropriate temporary control measures are putin place.
o Theissue isrecorded and monitored until resolved.
Ongoing Risk Management
Staff remain vigilant throughout the session and address emerging risks as they arise.
Equipment and Activities
¢ Large equipment with a critical fall height has an individual risk assessment.

e Activities that present higher levels of risk (e.g. cooking, use of tools, water play)
have specific risk assessments.

¢ These are stored in the Risk Assessment (RA) folder.
Outings
e Alloutings have a separate written risk assessment.
o Staff-to-child ratios are maintained in line with EYFS requirements.
¢ Emergency contact details and first aid provisions are taken on all outings.

e Procedures in the Supervision of Children on Outings and Visits Policy are
followed.

Legal and Statutory Framework

This policy is guided by:
e Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) Statutory Framework (2024)
¢ Health and Safety at Work etc. Act 1974

¢ Management of Health and Safety at Work Regulations 1999

Roles and Responsibilities

The Manager is responsible for:



e Ensuringrisk assessments are completed and reviewed
o Ensuring staff are trained and aware of health and safety procedures
¢ Monitoring the effectiveness of control measures
All Staff are responsible for:
¢ Maintaining a safe environment
¢ Identifying and reporting hazards immediately

¢ Following risk assessment procedures
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