
  
  

Severe Weather Policy and Procedure 

1. Policy Statement 

The health, safety, and well-being of the children, staff, and visitors at our preschool are 

paramount. Should extreme or inclement weather conditions occur, this policy outlines the 

procedures to ensure safety, maintain statutory staff-to-child ratios, and communicate clearly 

with families. 

The Manager will assess staff availability prior to the start of the session to ensure the 

preschool can operate safely and within legal ratio requirements. If safe ratios cannot be met 

or the site is deemed hazardous, the school closure procedure will be activated. 

 

2. Procedures for Specific Weather Conditions 

2.1 Snow and Ice 

• Site Preparation: Both pedestrian pathways into the preschool will be cleared and 

gritted/salted by designated staff or the Site Manager to minimize slip and trip hazards. 

• Traffic Control: A member of staff will be stationed at the main entrance during drop-off 

and collection times to direct parents and children along the safest, cleared routes. 

• Continuous Maintenance: If snowfall continues throughout the day, staff will regularly 

clear and re-apply salt to the main pathways. 

• Communication: A notification will be posted on the preschool’s official social 

media/communication app, and an urgent email alert will be dispatched to all parents by 

7:30 AM advising them of site conditions. 

2.2 High Winds and Storms 

• Securing the Site: Staff must immediately secure, weight down, or bring indoors any 

outdoor play equipment, toys, or bins that could be lifted by the wind and become 

dangerous projectiles. 

• Outdoor Play Restrictions: The Manager will make a definitive assessment regarding the 

safety of the garden area. If high winds persist, outdoor play will be suspended entirely, 

and children will remain indoors. 

• Tree and Structure Hazards: Staff will monitor nearby trees and structures for signs of 

damage or falling debris and report any immediate risks to the Site Manager. 

2.3 Heavy Rain and Flooding 

• Water Monitoring: Staff must monitor outdoor play surfaces for large puddles or localized 

flooding. Children must be closely supervised to ensure they do not slip or access deep 

standing water. 

• Pathways and Access: Should rising water levels compromise or submerge the access 

paths, the Manager will contact the Site Manager immediately to clear drainage or 

establish alternative safe routes. 

• Internal Leaks: Any internal water ingress must be reported immediately and the site 

manager informed, and the affected area cordoned off from children. 



2.4 Extreme Heat and Heatwaves 

• Sun Protection: Parents must provide a named sun hat and apply all-day sunscreen 

before the session. Staff will reapply sunscreen as required. 

• Hydration: Children will have continuous, easy access to fresh drinking water, and staff 

will actively encourage regular fluid intake. 

• Adjusted Routine: Outdoor play will be restricted during peak sun hours (typically 11:00 

AM – 3:00 PM). Physical activities will be scaled back, and shades/canopies will be fully 

utilized. 

• UV Rating: When the UV rate is 6 or above it is classified as high and therefore, children 

will remain in the classroom for protection. 

 

3. School Closure Procedures 

3.1 Full-Day Closure (Prior to Opening) 

• Decision Making: If inclement weather or site damage forces a closure, the Site Manager 

will consult with the Director or Manager to officially make the decision as early as 

possible. 

• Parent Notification: The Manager/Director will email all affected parents and update the 

preschool’s digital platforms immediately. Parents are also advised to check local radio 

station websites and local authority closure lists. 

• Staff Notification: A designated communication tree or staff messaging group will be used 

to notify staff not to travel to work. 

3.2 Early Closure (During the Session) 

• Emergency Collection: If weather conditions deteriorate rapidly during the day and an 

early closure is deemed necessary, the preschool will contact parents/carers individually 

via telephone and emergency text/app alerts. 

• Safe Collection & Passwords: Parents will be asked to collect their children as soon as 

possible. If an unauthorized or unfamiliar adult is sent to collect a child due to the 

emergency, the preschool's Security Password System will strictly apply. Staff will not 

release a child without the correct password and prior parental confirmation. 

 

4. Sessions, Fees, and Remittance 

The preschool’s primary obligation is the safety of the children and staff. 

• Non-Funded Sessions: If the preschool is forced to close due to severe weather, we will 

endeavor to offer alternative make-up sessions for non-funded days where possible. 

• Operational Limits: Please note that offering make-up sessions is subject to availability, 

strict staff-to-child ratio caps, and overall room capacity. It will only be accommodated 

when logistically viable and equitable to all families. 

 

5. Legal Framework 

This policy complies with the statutory requirements of the Early Years Foundation Stage 

(EYFS) and the following legislation: 

• The Management of Health and Safety at Work Regulations 1999 (Note: Updated from 

the 1992 regulations) 

• The Health and Safety at Work etc. Act 1974 
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